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SUBJECT: Establishing, Applying, and Revising Categorical Exclusions under the National
Environmental Policy Act

The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) is issuing this guidance for Federal
depar..ments and ageneies on how to establish, apply, and 1e,ise eateg01ical exclrrsions in 
accordance with section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. §
4332, and the CEQ Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions ofNEP A (CEQ 
Regulations), 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508. 1 This guidance explains the requirements ofNEP A and
the CEQ Regulations, describes CEQ policies, and recommends procedures for agencies to use
to ensure that their use of categorical exclusions is consistent with applicable law and 
regulations. 2 The guidance is based on NEPA, the CEQ Regulations, legal precedent and agency
NEPA experience and practice. It describes:

• How to establish or revise a categorical exclusion;

1 The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations for Implementing the Procedural
Provisions of NEPA (CEQ Regulations), available on www.nepa.gov at 

ceg.hss.doe.gov/ceg regulations/regulations.html. This guidance applies only to categorical
exclusions established by Federal agencies in accordance with section 1507.3 of the CEQ 
Regulations, 40 CFR § 1507.3. It does not address categorical exclusion established by statute,
as their use is governed by the terms of the specific legislation and subsequent interpretation by
the agencies charged with the implementation of that statute and NEPA requirements. CEQ
encourages agencies to apply their extraordinary circumstances to categorical exclusions 
established by statute when the statue is silent as to the use and application of extraordinary
circumstances.

2 This guidance is not a rule or regulation, and the recommendations it contains may not apply to
a particular situation based upon the individual facts and circumstances. This guidance does not
change or substitute for any law, regulation, or any other legally binding requirement and is not
legally enforceable. The use of non-mandatory language such as "guidance," "recommend," 
"may," "should," and "can," is intended to describe CEQ policies and recommendations. The 
use of mandatory terminology such as "must" and "required" is intended to describe controlling
requirements under the tenns ofNEP A and the CEQ regulations, but this document does not
establish legally binding requirements in and of itself.




































